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HRD Ministry hauls up UGC chairman?

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/hrd-ministry-hauls-up-ugc-
chairman/articleshow/47546277.cms

NEW DELHI: The HRD Ministry is believed to have hauled up UGC Chairman Ved Prakash for reportedly hitting out at the
flagship RUSA programme before a Parliamentary panel meet here recently.

He is understood to have contended that the Ministry- piloted Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) programme
was performing the same task of funding state institutes for upgrade like UGC and therefore was undermining the
latter's role.

He is also said to have argued that since the bulk of funds is now going to RUSA, UGC's endeavour to push for research
and innovation could be hampered.

His views, however, did not go down well with the Ministry which expressed disappointment for the stand taken by him
at the Parliamentary Standing Committee meeting on May 26, sources said.

The Ministry in a letter to him said that the officials present should have been seen as a cohesive group, supporting the
programmes of the government, they said, adding the Ministry should not have been seen as a disjointed unit.

The UGC chairman's use of certain words was also considered inappropriate by the Ministry while reprimanding him, the
sources said.

Officials said Prakash had visited the Ministry later to clear his stand on the presentations made by him.

HRD Minister Smriti Irani, who was in China during the standing committee meeting, was briefed by the ministry officials
soon after her return.
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Railways to sign MoU with 11 T-BHU for research work

The chair is being named after Madan Mohan Malaviya — the founder of BHU.

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/lucknow/railways-to-sign-mou-with-iit-bhu-for-research-work/

To get better raw material for technology in development of Railways, Union Minister Suresh Prabhu is set to
sign a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with 1IT-BHU for research work in this regard.

Prabhu will visit Varanasi on coming Monday to sign the MoU. The ministry has sanctioned Rs 5 crore for
research work to be conducted at 11T-BHU this financial year. On Thursday, MoS for Railways Manoj Sinha
said a ‘Malaviya Chair Committee’, chaired by Sinha’s advisor R K Verma, will be set up at the institute to
supervise research work.

The chair is being named after Madan Mohan Malaviya — the founder of BHU. It will work towards
developing new materials to be used in various assets of Railways. “The ministry has released Rs 5 crore for
IIT-BHU for conducting the research... It will help find out ways to better prepare assests — from bogies to
tracks,” said Sinha


http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/lucknow/railways-to-sign-mou-with-iit-bhu-for-research-work/
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Pluto’'s moons, Nix and
Hydra tumblmg Nasa

WASHINGTON, PTI: Two of
Pluto’s moons, Nix and Hy-
dra, wobble unpredictably,
according to a comprehen-
sive analysis of data from
NASA's Hubble Space Tele-
scope.

The moons wobble because
they are embedded in a gravi-
tational field that shifts con-
stantly, researchers said.

This shift is created by the
double planet system of Pluto
and Charon as they whirl about
each other. Pluto and Charon
are called a double planet be-
cause they share a common
centre of gravity located in the
space between the bodies.

Their variable gravitational
field sends the smaller moons
tumbling erratically. The effect
is strengthened by the football-
like, rather than spherical,
shape of the moons.

Scientists believe it’s likely
Pluto’s other two moons, Ker-
beros and Styx, are in a similar
situation.

“Prior to the Hubble obser-
vations, nobody appreciated
the intricate dynamics of the
Pluto system,” said Mark
Showalter of the SETI Institute
in Mountain View, California,
who conducted the study with
Doug Hamilton of the Univer-
sity of Maryland at College
Park

“Our research provides im-
portant new constraints on the
sequence of events that led to
the formation of the system,”
Showalter said. ¢

The researchers also found
three of Pluto’s moons are
presently locked together in
resonance, meaning there is a
precise ratio for their orbital
periods.

Charon

“If you were sitting on Nix,
you would see that Styx orbits
Pluto twice for every three or-
bits made by Hydra,” noted
Hamilton.

Hubble data also showed
that the moon Kerberos is as
dark as a charcoal briquette,
while the other frozen moons
are as bright as sand.

It was predicted that dust
blasted off the moons by mete-
orite impacts should coat all
the moons, giving their sur-
faces a homogeneous look,
which makes Kerberos’ colour-
ing very surprising, re-
searchers said.

NASA’s New Horizons
spacecraft, which will fly by the
Pluto system in July, may help
settle the question of the as-
phalt-black moon, as well as the
other oddities uncovered by
Hubble.

The turmoil within the Plu-
to-Chiaron system offers in-
sights into how planetary bod-
ies orbiting a double star might
behave, researchers said.

NASA’s Kepler space obser-
vatory has found several plan-
etary systems orbiting double
stars.

“We are learning chaes may
be a common trait of binary
systems. It might even have
consequences for life on plan-
ets if found in such systems,”
Hamilton said.

The research is published in
the journal Nature.
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